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Montgomery County Bail Bond Board

October 3, 2003

Minutes

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Montgomery County Bail Bond Board  was

convened at 12:00 noon on Friday, October 3, 2003, in the small conference room at the

Montgomery County Library located at 104 I-45 North, Conroe, Texas.

I. CALL TO ORD ER

Judge Edie Connelly, Presiding Officer, called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Members Present:

Judge Edie Connelly, Presiding Officer, Justice of the Peace, Precinct Three 

Judge Mary Ann Turner, County Court at Law #4

Judge Kathleen Hamilton, 359th District Court

Cynthia Benson-Guenther, Licensed Sureties Representative

Martha Gustavsen, County Treasurer

Judge James Cates, City of Conroe Municipal Court

Benton Baker, Defense Attorney’s Representative

Members Absent:

Vanita Buchanan, County Judge’s Designee

Lt. Robert Green, Designee for Sheriff

Gail McConnell, Designee for District Attorney

Darin Bailey, Designee for County Clerk

Barbara Adamick, District Clerk

Also Present:

Judge Davie L. Wilson, Court Appointed Jail Monitor

Evelyn Park, Sheriff’s Dept.

Sara Forlano, County Attorney’s Office

Matthew Thomas, Board Administrator

Presiding Officer Judge Edie Connelly declared a quorum was present.
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III. AGENDA ITEMS

A. READ AN D APPROVE M INUTES FOR MEETINGS HELD  SEPTEM BER 4, 2003.

A motion to accept the minutes as presented was made by Martha Gustavsen and was

seconded by Judge Mary Ann Turner.  Motion passed.

B: TREASURER

1. Read and accept report

Martha Gustavsen presented the Treasurer’s monthly Collateral Report as follows:

$2,608,409.16 Total Collateral

$65,663.18 Texas Pool Funds (As of August 31, 2003)

The County Treasurer’s Collateral Report was reviewed and accepted.

The Sheriff’s Bond System report was included in the section of the Treasurer’s report. 

Matthew Thomas requested board assistance in recommending changes to the Sheriff’s Bond

System to make it more useful.  Judge Connelly also commented on some possible changes

that she would like to make to the report.

C. REPORT FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR

Matthew Thomas gave report of the “M onthly Report of Fees Collected.”  Matthew provided

a copy of correspondence with the representative for Judicial Watch concerning their Freedom

of Information Act.  Matthew included copies of certified letters sent to individuals involved

in the three complaint hearings scheduled for October 14, 2003.  Matthew included a copy of

the revised License Application Form and indicated that he working on having the

application available on the web site.

D. PRESIDING OFFICER:

1. Discuss recom mendation of the Montgomery County Attorney, and if

appropriate, set hearing date on the following complaints:

a. Complaint of James Slowey against Bob Gold -AAAA Better

Way Bail Bonds.

A motion was made by Cynthia Benson-Guenther that an investigation and

hearing be set on the complaint.  The motion was seconded by Benton Baker. 

Motion passed.
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b. Complaint of Homero Longoria against A-Z Bail Bonds.

A motion was made by Judge Mary Ann Turner that the board take no action

on the complaint of Homero Longoria.  The motion was seconded by Cynthia

Benson-Guenther.  Motion passed.

2. Discuss, and if appropriate, approve changes to Local Rules as recommended

by the Local Rules Committee.

Judge Edie Connelly recommended that this item be deferred and  addressed at either

the November or December board meeting.  Judge Connelly requested that the board

review the recommended changes and notify the committee of any suggestions.

3. Review, and if appropriate, approve license renewal request of Steve Sondag.

Matthew Thomas stated to the board that the application for Mr. Sondag was

complete and in order and that he recommended that the application be approved. 

John Stephenson (D.A. Office - Special Investigator) also reported that his

investigation of Mr. Sondag was complete and he recommended that the application

be approved.

A motion to approve the application of Steve Sondag was made by Judge James Cates,

and was seconded by Cynthia Benson-Guenther.  Motion passed.

4. Review, and if appropriate, approve license renewal request of Renell

Pedigo.

Matthew Thomas stated to the board that the application for Ms. Pedigo was

complete and in order and that he recommended that the application be approved. 

John Stephenson (D.A. Office - Special Investigator) also reported that his

investigation of Ms. Pedigo was complete and he recommended that the application

be approved.

A motion to approve the application of Renell Pedigo was made by Cynthia Benson-

Guenther, and was seconded by Judge Kathleen Hamilton.  Motion passed.

5. Review, and if appropriate, approve new license request of Joseph Valdes.

Matthew Thomas made a request of the board to make motion to waive the 90 day on

file waiting period as required in the Local Rules.  Matthew stated that Mr. Valdes’

application was completely in order and that he did not see that it was necessary to

delay the approval of his license request.

After significant discussion, a motion was made by Cynthia Benson-Guenther that

the license application for Mr. Valdes be held until he has met the 90 day waiting

period required under the Local Rules.  The motion was seconded by County

Treasurer Martha Gustavsen.  Motion Passed.
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6. Discuss, and if appropriate, take action on request from Sureties.

Judge Edie Connelly discussed the September 16, 2003 meeting with Sureties that

she and Matthew Thomas held.  From that meeting, Matthew created a formal Board

Inquiry Request form and process to address the request of the sureties so that they

could be addressed by the appropriate departments or that a specific board member

respond to the inquiry.

E. SURETY REPRESENTATIVE

1. Discuss request by Sureties to Sheriff’s Departm ent or appropriate departm ent,

to allow bonding companies to present checks for payment of $15.00 bond

posting fee.

Cynthia Benson-Guenther asked to whom this issue needed to be address.  Judge

Connelly stated that this issue should be addressed by the Sheriff’s Department.

2. Discuss request by Sureties to review jail and court bonding company list before

posting.

There was significant discusions, but no action was taken.  Judge Davie L. Wilson stated

that he is responsible for monitoring the list and that he would insure that the list is

accurate.

3. Discuss request by Judge Wilson to address Bail Bond Board in reference to his

appointment by Judge Hitner to monitor jail system.

Judge Davie L. Wilson introduced himself to the board and addressed the board about

what his specific duties were as set forth by Judge Hitner in lawsuit settlement. 

Specifically Judge Wilson stated that he was monitoring the operation of the phone

system at the county jail facility and list of sureties posted at the county jail facility. 

Judge Wilson stated that he agreed to Judge Edie Connelly’s request that the list be

updated on the M onday following the monthly board meeting or on the first reasonable

opportunity following the board meeting.  Judge Wilson stated that he is visiting the jail

at least three times per week.  Judge Wilson stated that he had recently found a few

problems with the operation of the phones and that he is investigating that situation

further, but does not believe that it was a significant issue.  Judge Wilson also reported

that he had discovered situations involving bondsman soliciting at the jail which is a

violation of the law and that he would be investigating those situations further.

3. Discuss request for update on hearings to be held regarding Bob Gold and

Cynthia Benson-Guenther.

The information requested by Cynthia Benson-Guenther was mailed prior to the board

meeting and a copy of the letters of notice of hearings was included in the

Administrator’s report.  The hearing date was set for October 14, 2003 at 12:00 noon in

the Commissioner’s Court Room.



Page 5 of 5

3. Discuss bond forfeiture interest rate charge.

Cynthia Benson-Guenther stated that she was informed that the bond forfeiture rate is

the same as in civil cases.

F. ADJOURN

A motion to adjourn was made by Cynthia Benson-Guenther and was seconded by Benton

Baker.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:08 PM.
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